Richard D. Tidwell

Kansas City, MO

rich@richtidwell.com

October 21d, 2025
The Presbytery of Anglican Church
Kansas City, MO

Subject: Letter of Request for Attendance of Worship Services

Dear Rev. ] & Honorable Presbytery,

Our large family recently moved to Kansas City
. On Sunday September 28th we had
the opportunity to visit your church and unanimously had a wonderful time! Our 77

children, ages 10 to 1, enjoyed their classes as well as the company of the other children.
Likewise, we were delighted to participate in the worship and liturgy (thank you for the
print-outs) as well as hear the homily delivered by your Rector, Reverend --"1
am what is wrong with the Church" was an amusing and equally humbling reminder.
The baptisms proceeding service were also a pleasure to witness. Overall, you have a
beautiful thriving church family and we thank you for a very memorable first worship
service!

Since being saved by Jesus Christ our Lord on April 15th, 2000, I have long attended and
served evangelical churches across several Protestant denominations. In recent years,
our family has become more aware of our ancestral lineage and we were pleased to
discover my colonial predecessor--Richard Tidwell of Staffordshire! (1635-1692)--
migrated to Westmoreland, Virginia with his brothers. The first Tidwells to arrive in
Virginia were Anglicans who attended the Yeocomico Church, a parish still holding
services today! The church is only 17 minutes South of Tidwells, VA where the family
eventually owned a significant portion of land.

t https://colonial-settlers-md-va.us/getperson.php?personID=170495&tree=Tree1




I share all of this as our family is seeking to reconnect with our ancestral roots as well as
find a church to call home on Sunday mornings. Lord willing, we believe

could be our home to gather for worship. Therefore, in an effort to prevent controversy
and be fully transparent with your Eldership team, we would like to be forthcoming with
the following information regarding our family:

Like Martin Luther & Philip Melanchthon?2, Famous Poet John Milton3, and even
Anglican Theologians such as Priest and Hymnist Martin Madan4 and Bishop John
William Colensos, in accordance with the Sola Scriptura principle, we believe a man may
lawfully have more than one wife in compliance with the Holy Scriptures. Consequently,
we are a plural family—one husband, Richard, of two wives, Brandi & Kristan.

As a family which affirms the Nicene Creed, we are formally requesting permission to
attendF during a provisional assessment period where our family may be
evaluated by your parish in accordance with Resolution 26 Section 2 of the Lambeth
Conference (1988):

(2) that the receiving of such a polygamist has the consent of the local Anglican
community;°

While some level of intrigue and concern is bound to arise among the church, and we
warmly welcome respectful dialogue, it is our sincere desire to receive the Word of God
and worship our Lord Jesus alongside our brethren without causing a disruption--we
will "seek peace and pursue it" (1 Peter 3:11). Likewise, we have no intent to persuade
others to practice polygyny as we firmly believe celibacy, monogamy, and polygyny are
matters of Divine Providence.” We affirm the words of St. Paul pertaining to the divinity
of marriage, "...each of you has your own gift from God; one has this gift, another has
that" (1 Cor 7:7). We hope this letter serves as evidence that we genuinely respect your
Eldership team and have no desire to harm your congregants.

As you can imagine, we are ostracized by many. We have been denied attendance by 3
evangelical churches since moving to Missouri in March, being told by one Pastor to
"join the [apostate] Mormon church" as well as informed by another we're "not the kind
of community [they're] trying to cultivate.” It has been very difficult for all 10 of us to
receive this level of rejection as we desire the “brotherly affection” (Rom 12:10) and
community every Believer is commanded to participate in.8 In light of this, we have

2 Letters to Robert Barnes concerning Henry VIII, and Chancellor Gregor Briick concerning Philip of
Hesse, among others. - https://archive.org/details/luthergrisoqgrisuoft/page/2/mode/2up

3 A Treatise on Christian Doctrine, Chp. 10, Of the Special Government of Man. -
https://archive.org/details/treatiseonchristoomiltrich /page/226 /mode/2up

4 Thelyphthora: A Treatise on Female Ruin, Vol. 2 -

https://archive.org/details/b28772039 0002/page/n5/mode/2up

5 Remarks on the Proper Treatment of Cases of Polygamy. -

https://anglicanhistory.org/africa/colenso/polygamy1855.html

6 Resolution 26: https://www.anglicancommunion.org/resources/document-library/lambeth-

conference/1988/resolution-26-church-and-polygamy?subject=Marriage

7 Gen 2:22, 2 Sam 12:8, Mal 2:15, Matt 19:6, 12
8 Heb 11:24-25, see also Acts 2:42, Ps 133:1




been truly encouraged to discover Resolution 26 of the Lambeth Conference and are
hopeful we can receive a compassionate welcome at ||| -

In an effort of clarify our convictions regarding marriage, I have provided a truncated
treatise below for your review. I am not requesting consensus on each assertion, rather I
share them simply for the sake of reaching a mutual understanding of the position(s) we
hold as well as to demonstrate these are sincerely held beliefs. I welcome amicable
discourse, am open to correction by the Word of God, and will be happy to meet in
person in advance of permission being granted for continued attendance. Nevertheless,
the ultimate purpose of this letter is not to sway your convictions but to kindly request
the opportunity for our family to worship the Lord among fellow Believers "until we all
attain to the unity of the faith" (Eph 4:13).

Here is a brief outline of our beliefs with citations:

L. As Protestant Christians, we believe a man having more than one wife (Greek:
polygyny) is Biblically lawful.9

"The husband must be sure and convinced in his own conscience by
means of the Word of God that it is lawful in his case. Therefore let him
seek out such men as may convince him by the Word of God... for it is the
priests' business to expound the Word of God, and, as Zacharias says,
from their lips the Law of the Lord must be learned. I, for my part, admit
I can raise no objection if a man wishes to take several wives since Holy
Scripture does not forbid this..." - Martin Luther to Chancellor Gregor
Briick.10

St. Augustine likewise defended the Patriarchs, stating "And, the case
being thus, enough and more than enough answer has been made to the
heretics, whether they be Manichees, or whosoever other that bring false
charges against the Fathers of the Old Testament, on the subject of their
having several wives, thinking this a proof whereby to convict them of
incontinence: provided, that is, that they perceive, that that is no sin,
which is committed neither against nature, in that they used those
women not for wantonness, but for the begetting of children: nor against
custom, forasmuch as such things were usually done at those times: nor
against command, forasmuch as they were forbidden by no Law." - St.
Augustine, On the Good of Marriage.!

9 Ex 21:10, Deut 21:15-17, 2 Chron 24:2-3, 2 Sam 12:7-8, 1 Cor 7:2 (See Greek: Heautou vs Idios).

10 D, Martin Luthers Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, Briefwechsel, vol. 4 (Weimar: Hermann Bohlaus
Nachfolger, 1934), 282, quoted in Hartmann Grisar, Luther, trans. E. M. Lamond, ed. Luigi Cappadelta,
vol. 5 (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., 1916), 72. Cp. Grisar, Luther, vol. 3, 259ff. -
https://archive.org/details/grisarslutherosgrisuoft/page/72/mode/2up

1 St. Augustine, On the Good of Marriage (translated by Rev. C. L. Cornish M.A., of Exeter College,
Oxford.), chp. 33. - https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1309.htm




II. In agreement with the ACNA College of Bishops!2, we believe homosexual
relations!3 and group sex!4 are unlawful in the eyes of the Lord. We do not
practice these sinful acts as they do not fulfill the divine mandate to "multiply
(Gen 1:28).

"

III.  We believe intercourse (consummation) between a man and lawfully available
woman commences a unique individual marriage!5--“...shall go in to her and
take her to himself as wife...” (Deut 25:5).

While a wedding feast with officiant is preferred:¢, we believe the marriage
union occurs even in the absence of ceremony or officiant as witnessed in
several prominent marriages including Adam & Eve'7, Abraham & Hagar8,
Isaac & Rebekah9 , Jacob & Rachel=°, Zilpah2!, & Bilhah22 (only Leah had a
wedding feast23), Judah & Shua’s Daughter24, and Boaz & Ruth?2s5.

It is of interest to note the Roman Catholic Church Canon2¢ affirms a
marriage is only valid once consummated?27 between two consenting parties.28
Likewise, the RCC provides opportunity for annulment if a marriage was only
ratified but never consummated,29 further indicating that marriage is the act

12 Sexuality and Identity: A Pastoral Statement from the College of Bishops (Jan 2021) -
https://anglicanchurch.net/sexuality-and-identity-a-pastoral-statement-from-the-college-of-bishops
13 Rom 1:26-28, 1 Cor 6:9-10, Lev 18:22, Lev 20:13

14 1 Peter 4:3, Gal 5:21, Rom 13:13, 7:2-3

15 Ex 22:16, Deut 25:5, Deut 21:13, Deut 22:28-29, Matt 19:4-6, 1 Cor 7:9, 36

16 Matt 25:10, John 2:1-2

17 Gen 2:22-25, 4:1

18 Gen 16:3-4

19 Gen 24:67

20 Gen 29:28-30

21 Gen 30:9-10

22 Gen 30:4

23 Gen 29:21-23

24 Gen 38:2-3, 12

25 Ruth 4:13

26 https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/cic lib4-canngg8-

1165 en.html#TITLE VII.

27 Can. 1061 §1. A valid marriage between the baptized is called ratum tantum if it has not been
consummated; it is called ratum et consummatum if the spouses have performed between themselves in a
human fashion a conjugal act which is suitable in itself for the procreation of offspring, to which marriage
is ordered by its nature and by which the spouses become one flesh.

28 Can. 1057 §1. The consent of the parties, legitimately manifested between persons quali-fied by law,
makes marriage; no human power is able to supply this consent.

§2. Matrimonial consent is an act of the will by which a man and a woman mutually give and accept each
other through an irrevocable covenant in order to establish marriage.

29 Can. 1142 For a just cause, the Roman Pontiff can dissolve a non-consummated marriage between
baptized persons or between a baptized party and a non-baptized party at the request of both parties or of
one of them, even if the other party is unwilling.




of consummation. Once consummated, the marriage cannot be dissolved
apart from death.30

IV.  We believe all lawful marriage is divinely ordained by Gods3:. God explicitly
calls men to either celibacy32, monogamy33, or polygyny34. The Lord Jesus'
statement “What therefore God has joined together,” (Matt 19:6) as well as
“Did He not make them one...?” (Mal 2:15) reveal the Lord decides which
marital gift (celibacy, monogamy, or polygyny) we're to receive.35 The Apostle
Paul affirms this when speaking on marriage in his letter to the Corinthians:
“I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one
of one kind and one of another" (1 Cor 77:7). Here St. Paul reveals to us, by
divine revelation, that while we may hold our own opinion on marital matters,
ultimately, we must defer to God's sovereignty.36

V. Due to the common practice of polygyny in first-century Israel,37 we believe
the Early Church welcomed plurally married converts from Judaism into the
Christian congregations.

In 1 Corinthians 7:2, Paul employs two different Greek words to, potentially,
convey two types of ownership. Heautou typically indicates exclusive
ownership such as one’s possessions, 38 their garden,39 their cross,4° or one’s
personal life.4t Meanwhile Idion (Idios) carries a weakened sense42 of
ownership and may be employed for something communally owned or shared
by many, such as a country,43 city,44 or language.45 By employing this
contrasting language, it may be argued that Paul is welcoming both
monogamous and polygynous families.

30 Can. 1141 A marriage that is ratum et consummatum can be dissolved by no human power and by no
cause, except death.

31 Gen 2:22, Prov 18:22, 19:14, Mal 2:15, Matt 19:6

32 Matt 19:11-12, Rev 14:3-5

33 Gen 2:22

34 2 Sam 12:7-8, 2 Chron 24:2-3, Luke 18:29-30

351 Cor 7:7, James 1:17

36 Eph 1:11

37 .. for it is our ancestral custom that a man may have several wives at the same time...” - Josephus.
Jewish Antiquities, Books XV-XVII. Translated by Ralph Marcus, edited by Allen Wikgren, vol. 8,
Harvard University Press, 1963. Book XVII, sec. 14, p. 379.

- https://archive.org/details/loeb-410/page/12/mode/2up

38 Luke 14:33

39 Luke 13:19

40 Luke 14:27

41 Luke 14:26

42 (b) of property, friends, home, country, etc. (in cl. opp. to dAAOTp1r0g; in late writers often, like ¢avTtod,
with weakened sense, see M, Pr., 871f.; Deiss., BS, 123f.) - A Manual Greek lexicon of the New Testament
by Abbott-Smith, George, p.212 -
https://archive.org/details/manualgreeklexicooabborich/page/212/mode/2u

43 John 4:44

44 Matt 9:1

45 Acts 2:6




VI

However, it is clear the New Testament does not contain an explicit
prohibition of polygyny among the laity, nor does it exclude polygynous
families from the congregation.

We believe that as Jeremiah depicts the Father as being married to Israel and
Judah4¢, so the NT depicts the Son as being betrothed to the churches4” which
together make up the Family of Believers known as the Church.48

"Thus we read not that any of the holy women served two or more living
husbands: but we read that many females served one husband, when the
social state of that nation allowed it, and the purpose of the time
persuaded to it: for neither is it contrary to the nature of marriage. For
several females can conceive from one man: but one female cannot from
several, (such is the power of things principal:) as many souls are rightly
made subject unto one God. And on this account there is no True God of
souls, save One: but one soul by means of many false gods may commit
fornication, but not be made fruitful." - St. Augustine, On the Good of
Marriage (translated by Rev. C. L. Cornish M.A., of Exeter College,
Oxford.), ch. 20.

In the first three chapters of Revelation, our Lord addresses His seven
churches—each being a bride according Paul’s imagery in 2 Corinthians 11:2.
This dialogue may correspond to the Second Advent narrative outlined in
Isaiah chapters 3 and 4. Notably, Isaiah 4:1—2 prophesies a time when “seven
women will take hold of one man,” pleading, “let us be called by your name;
take away our reproach.” This passage is immediately followed by the
messianic promise “in that day the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and
glorious,” suggesting a relationship between the seven churches of Revelation
and the seven women seeking the same husband in Isaiah.

While we recognize the plural marriage imagery associated with the Lord, we
affirm Christ was celibate during his stay on Earth49, and Revelation also
indicates He is the Husband of one bride.5° We conclude therefore, since all
three states of being are holy, God may reveal Himself in any of the three.

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the
covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke,
although I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord.” — Jeremiah 31:31-32

46 Jer 3:6-10, 31:32

47 Matt 25:1, 2 Cor 11:2. Note Young’s Literal, “The husbands! love your own wives, as also the Christ did
love the assembly, and did give himself for it” — Eph 5:25 YLT

481 Cor 12:12

49 Matt 19:11-12

50 Rev 19:6-8



VII. We know and believe "the LORD is righteous in all His ways" (Ps 145:17),
that He does not sin nor does he tempt men to sin.5! Therefore, As the Father
gave godly men several wives directly52 and through His duly established
priesthood,53 so the Son may do so.54

God’s immutability confirms that while circumstances fluctuate, God’s
character and nature does not ever change.55

“For I the LORD do not change..." (Malachi 3:6)

Overall, these bullet points serve as a basic outline of our beliefs pertaining to polygyny.
We are not requesting an accord on the points presented, merely a mutual
understanding. For further study, I have a Biblical Marriage Law5° compendium,
including examples of Lawful and Unlawful unions, available here.

As I conclude this letter, I believe it is necessary to declare that we are of the conviction
that fundamental doctrines such as the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Salvation by Faith, Love
of Neighbor, Forgiveness, Divine Healing, Trinitarian Theology, and others carry greater
weight57 than the matter of Polygyny. Nevertheless, in keeping with Protestant tradition,
we affirm “all Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching” (2 Tim 3:16)
including the polemical topics.

In closing, there is no rush to come to a decision, we are simply grateful for your
prayerful consideration of the matter. If after reading the points and citations provided
you have questions or concerns, I will be delighted to answer them in writing or,
preferably, in person. On behalf of the Tidwell family, thank you very much for your
time. May the Lord Jesus bless you richly in your walk with Him.

Sincerely,

Rich Tidwell

51 James 1:13, Heb 4:15

52 “And I gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of
Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more.” - 2 Samuel 12:8

53 2 Chron 24:2-3

54 Luke 18:29-30, John 5:19

55 Mal 3:6, Num 23:19, Heb 13:8

56 https://richtidwell.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/MarriageLaw-Worksheet-2025-web.pdf

57 Matthew 23:23




From: I
To: rich@richtidwell.com

Subject: Re: Letter of Request for Attendance from the Tidwell Family
Date: Saturday, October 4, 2025 1:34:26 PM

Dear Rich,

Thank you for the thoughtfulness of sharing your convictions and life decisions. I appreciate
that immensely. Having spoken to our Bishop, clergy and Parish Council, we unanimously
decided against your participation ati. On multiple levels, polygamy is forbidden in
our convictions, interpretation of Scripture, and the Canons and Constitution of the ACNA:

e Canon II.7: Of Christian Marriage, which defines marriage as a lifelong union of one
man and one woman.

These convictions are non-negotiable. If you ever repent and become functionally and
theologically monogamous, you are welcome to participate.

Sincerely,

Rector
Anglican Church

On Fri, Oct 3, 2025 at 11:17 AM <rich@richtidwell.com> wrote:

Dear Rev. - & Honorable Presbytery,

I hope you are well! At your convenience, please see attached Letter of Request in PDF
format.

Thank you very much for your time and prayerful consideration. May the Lord Jesus bless
you!

Best Regards,

Rich Tidwell
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